
2 Peter 1:1-11
I bring you greeting from my wife Jan, and our 3 children. David and his wife Beth work with Samaritan’s Purse and have our first grandchild, Malachi.  Derick and Michelli are walking with the Lord in the sunshine of Austin, Texas and our singer songwriter Tiffany lives in Washington, D.C.  To pay off all those Wheaton College debts she worked for the government for five years.  At work she she met a sixty-year old Muslim man from the Middle East who had a daughter at Harvard University.  This Muslim Dad asked her to ask her father what he would required in a husband for her?  

How would you answer that question?  It goes to the center of our values.  Some parents want their little girl to marry a man with a good job-they value financial security.  Other parents might measure a man by the color of his skin, the quality of his education, or his family background because these are most important.  

Over the phone I answered her question.  “My one requirement is that the young man love Jesus first and you second.  She said, “I knew that’s what you’d say.”  We have looked closely at the question:  How do you recognize this?  What do you really know if a man loves the Lord.  What does Christ likeness look like?  If anyone can help us here it is apostle Peter who knew and loved our Lord Jesus.  

Stand together as I read from 2 Peter 1:1-11   

Buried in the middle of this passage is a golden nugget.  God’s  purpose for us is: “that you may participate in the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).  The theosis is a central theme of Eastern Christianity.  Athanasius of Alexandria, Egypt who battled for the truth of the Trinity against the Arian heresy of the 4th Century explained the theosis:  God became man that man might become god.  This sounds weird to western ears.  We imagine little omnipotent gods ruling their own planet.  The Eastern church is clear we cannot become like God in his essence-his omnipotence, his omniscience, his omnipresence, although parents wish that it could be so :)  Not the essence of God, but we can become like God in his energies, his communicable attributes such as righteousness, holiness and love.  

How?  How do we become a partakers in the divine nature?  How do we become like Christ?  How can Tiffany be and identify a fully devoted follower of Jesus?  Here in 2 Peter 1, Peter tells us how.  First, Peter says, in v.1-2 and v. 5; we look for precious faith in Jesus Christ!  Without faith, it is impossible to be like Christ.  Second, Peter says, in v.3-6 that we need the precious promises of Christ!  Without claiming the promises of God in Scripture the quest is impossible.  Third, Peter tells us in 5-11, we need the precious process!   

Let's look first at our precious faith  
Read 2 Peter 1:1-2 

Faith is first!  Does this mean saying, "I believe in God.”  The Gallop poll tells us that around 80% of Americans believe in God.  No, this faith is in Jesus Christ.  As a teenager, I believed in God, but not Jesus Christ.  I was 18 years old, when I received Jesus Christ @ a Billy Graham Crusade in 1972.  I forsake all other gods and my resume of righteousness to trust in Jesus as my Yahweh.  

Peter clarifies that I received this precious faith in Jesus Christ.  I did not just come up with it.  If we believe in Jesus Christ today, it is not something we can boast about. God gave it. We have received precious faith in Jesus Christ.  Our faith in Jesus is of exactly the same quality of a Peter’s or Paul’s.  A small diamond is still a diamond.   A spark of fire is no less a fire than a forest fire.  

To become like Christ, we also need his precious promises- 2 Peter  1:3-4  
In order to escape the corruption that is in the world, how do we do it?  We are faced with temptation-say a temptation to sexual sin.  What do we do?  We claim God's promise.  "No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.   But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it 1 Corinthians 10:13)."  So, when I am tempted, I pray, I claim God's promise, and by his power he opens a way of escape, and I move through it, and I escape the corruption in the world.  By God's grace, that's how Jan and I have been faithfully married for 35 years.  Faith & claiming his promises are precious.  

To become like Christ, we need precious faith, promises, and his process. 

Once we come to faith in Jesus, now, we must make every effort to add to our faith.  This word "to add"  is “epichoregeo,” from which we get choreographer- people who puts together dancers, actors, musicians, and props on a stage.  Originally this word referred to the person who paid the expenses for the staging a community play.  It described a wealthy patron who paid out large sums of money to hire large choruses and good actors.  Peter combines two words “great effort” and ephichoregeo, “adding at a great price” to stress that to become like Christ we make every effort, pay any price to add to our faith. 

Goodness

This word means to to turn away from evil and to choose what is morally excellent.  When Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness, Christ said no to Satan and yes to goodness.  Then, Jesus gave us his most memorable message on moral excellence-the Sermon on the Mount.  Goodness is the challenge for every new Christian.  We must make every effort to add to our faith, telling the truth and not lying, to add to our faith, being kind and not just coming back in kind, to add to our faith not running with the crowd but pursuing faith, love and peace along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.  

I was talking with a young Russian Orthodox seminarian who told me that he had met young men who claimed to be Christians but they lived like the devil.  He was turned off to “Protestant Christians.”  I told him the saying of the Reformers.  “We are saved by faith alone in Christ alone!  But that faith is not alone!  As Peter teaches make every effort and pay any price to add to faith, moral excellence.    

Knowledge

When we trust Christ, turn from evil and chooses the narrow road, and then we find the desire grows in us to read the Bible and understand more about God.  Baby Christians want to read the book of Revelation even though we do not understand it.  We seek knowledge of God's plan for marriage, for raising children from the Bible, for how churches work, for how to be a Christian business person.  We hunger for wisdom to know how to make wise daily decisions and so we read a chapter of Proverbs corresponding to the day of the month or the Psalms for how to handle our emotions.  

Self-control

"Self-control" is an old word that means literally “to hold oneself in.”  We must make every effort to get a grip on self, to exercise self-restraint in our desires.  Martin Luther made this observation: Every age, even among the godly, has its peculiar temptations.  Young fellows are tempted by girls, men who are thirty years old are tempted by gold, those of forty by honor and glory, and those who are sixty think:  If only I were godly now!  Our Lord was never dominated by desires.  Jesus was never drunk.  He was never abusive.  He was never proud or greedy. He exercised self-control over all the passions of his human nature.  Are you seeing Peter’s picture of our Lord?  
Perseverance

Every genuine Christian perseveres.  The good soil of the parable of the sower receives the word, retains it, and perseveres so as to produce a good crop-the perseverance of the saints.  Peter is a beautiful picture in Scripture of a genuine Christian who perseveres.  Peter will fall.  Peter will blow it.  Peter will embarrass himself and everyone else.  But, Peter perseveres.  1 Peter 1 says, "...we are kept by the power of God" and we must make every effort to add perseverance.  We need perseverance to develop a meaningful marriage.  We need perseverance in raising kids, developing friends, in multiplying healthy churches!  We need perseverance to complete the work the Lord has entrusted to us to do.  

Godliness

Godliness literally means, "good worship." (ATR)  It is the word for spiritual disciplines.  1 Timothy 4:7:  ... train yourself to be godly.  For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come (1 Tim. 4:7,8).  

Spiritual disciplines include prayer and fasting and Scripture reading.  Generous giving is good worship.  Silence, solitude, simplicity, submission (Swindoll). There comes a time when we need to hit the gym of spiritual disciplines.  

There are powerful parallels between the spiritual development of Christians and the physical development of children; between how little children grow physically and how little Christians grow spiritually.  

The first critical stage of a child's development is the development of faith or trust.  Sensitive parents understand that they must sacrifice their time and their energy to develop a sense of security and trust in a baby.  An atmosphere of love develops trust.  Without trust between parent and child, there is no development.    

A second stage of a child's development is training in moral goodness.  Even young children must be taught that they do not always get their own way.  Parents must train their children in the difference between right and wrong, between good attitudes and bad attitudes, evil actions and moral excellence. 

A third stage of child development is the expansion of their little world with increasing knowledge.  The time comes for a child to enter school and explores new areas.  As they expands with all kinds of knowledge, parents set loving limits and beneficial boundaries to help their children develop internal self-control.  

Then, parents must persevere!  Sometimes you feel like sending the kids to the grandparents for the year ;-), but we persevere.  And then young people must develop thru physical discipline.  Our boys went to the gym as young men and I was afraid to wrestle them.  Spiritually, maturing Christ add spiritual disciplines of personal devotions, Christians fellowship and community service.  

Brotherly kindness

Have you ever noticed that some very disciplined Christians are not kind to other Christians?  In the family, too, you would think that the children would be kind to one another.  You would think that the children would look out for each other, be kind, share all their things, and be pleasant to be around. Automatically!  But, brotherly kindness does not just happen in a family.  We must make every effort to add it!  As our children were growing up we did not let them distance themselves from each other and today they are best friends.  It was an effort!  

Agape love

Scripture does not say that God is faith, or that God is hope, or brotherly kindness, but God is pleased to say that he is agape love.  Brotherly kindness is focused on the family of God, agape love is God’s love not only for his own-God so loved the world...!  God’s love is for unlimited and extends to everyone.  One man who embodies this process and would be the kind of man I pray for TT: 

In 1759, a determined man named Arthur Guinness, thirty-four years of age, rode through the gates of an old, dilapidated, ill-equipped brewery situated at St. James Gate in Dublin. He had just signed a lease for on the property for 9,000 years at 45 pounds per annum ($79 US today). It had been for sale for ten years, with no one having shown any interest in it for at that time, beer was almost unknown in rural Ireland, where whiskey and gin were cheap to buy, high in alcohol content, and readily available, these drinks were responsible for widespread alcoholism and indolence.

Arthur Guinness was an entrepreneur who could dream up business plans and marketing strategies that made a worthless brewery into a booming industry. He was also a devout Christian with a deep social conscience. He was concerned about the plight of young Irish drunks who wandered aimlessly around the whiskey and gin houses found on nearly every street corner. Once, while walking the streets of Dublin, he cried out to God to do something about the general drunkenness of Irish society, and he felt overwhelmingly burdened to be part of the answer to his own prayer. Like a true apprentice-child, he decided there and then to brew a drink the Irish would enjoy and that would also be good for them.

Guinness decided to brew a beer relatively unknown to Ireland at that time. The beverage contained roasted barley that gave it a characteristically darker color. In fact, it’s more like a meal, since it is so full of minerals and natural trace elements. It has incredible qualities to it. Guinness is so heavy and full of iron that most drinkers couldn’t drink more than a couple of pints. This coupled with the fact that it has a considerable lower alcohol level than whiskey or gin, meant that fewer people were getting drunk.

So young Arthur Guinness made a beverage for the Irish that was good for them. Soon, it became even more popular than Irish whiskey. Today, it is the national drink of Ireland. I don’t doubt that many preachers today would have difficulty seeing the building of a successful brewery as a work of God, but by following his impulse as an entrepreneur with a social conscience, Guinness showed himself to be a faithful child of God.  

(Frost Exiles:  2006, 190-191)

