
For My Atheist Friends

Last night I had dinner with 2 new Russian friends who rescued me at the airport.  There was a mix-up and I was left at the airport and my two new friends found out where I was to go and delivered me safely  I asked them to join me for dinner and we had a great time talking about sports, politics, our families and our hobbies.  Then, I asked them if they were Christians.  “No, I am an atheist.”  We continued to talk and we had a great time together and at the end of the time I shared how I came to Christ and we had a great conversation.  I said that if they ever made it to Chicago, I would pick them up at the airport.  

Recently, I picked up C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity to read on an airplane.  Lewis is famous in America now for The Chronicles of Narnia and his classic book, Mere Christianity, that was originally a series of radio talks just after World War II explaining Christianity.  The first section of his book takes on our topic, “What makes you so sure that God exists at all?”  But first, his story.    

Lewis was the chair for the Medieval and Renaissance English Literature at Cambridge University in England.  He writes in Surprised by Joy, “Really, a young Atheist cannot guard his faith too carefully”…but his life was “a zoo of lusts, a bedlam of ambitions, a nursery of fears, a harem of fondled hatreds.  My name was legion” (Lewis, 228).  He continues.  “You must picture me alone in that room at the University, night after night, feeling, whenever my mind lifted even for a second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestly desired not to meet!”  (228).  


“In the Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps that night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England.  I did not then see what is now the most shining and obvious thing; the Divine humility which will accept a convert on such terms.  The Prodigal son at least walked home on his own feet.  But who cannot duly adore the Love which will open the high gates to a prodigal who is kicking, struggling, resentful, and darting his eyes in every direction for a chance of escape?”  


Lewis says this conversion was to God, but not yet to Jesus Christ for another year.  “To accept the incarnation was a further step…I know very well when but hardly how, the final step was taken.  I was driven to Whipsnade one sunny morning.  When we set out I did not believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and when we reached the zoo I did.  Yet I had not exactly spent the journey in thought.  Nor in great emotion…It was more like when a man, after long sleep, still lying motionless in bed, become aware that he is now awake...”  (Lewis, Surprised by Joy, 228-230).  



Lewis describes so beautifully that God Himself orchestrated his change from atheism to faith.  No one just comes to God because of their intelligence or lack of it or our persuasiveness or lack of it :)  God Himself orchestrates the reasons and experiences to bring us home.  Lewis came to believe in God first, and later in Jesus Christ.  So it is not surprising that he is what is called a Classical Apologist-giving reasons to believe in God first and then making the case that Jesus Christ is either a Liar, a Lunatic, or Lord.  In Mere Christianity, Lewis does not give the 20 or 36 arguments you find on Google, he chooses 1. 


Lewis did not choose the First Cause or Cosmological Argument from the Greek word “kosmos” or “world-”the world has a cause and the First Cause is God.  Atheist says matter is eternal; Carl Sagan put it, "The Cosmos is all there is, all there was, and all there ever will.”  Theists, believers in God, reason that only God is eternal; “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  


Lewis did not choose the Design or Teleological Argument from “teleos” or “purpose” that sees the beauty of the heavens and complexity of the human person as impressive evidence for a Grand Designer or God.  “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands” Psalm 19:1.  

Lewis did not choose the First Cause, the Great Designer, or Evidence that Demands a Verdict like the very existence of the Jewish people, fulfilled prophecy, signs, wonders, and miracles, the uniqueness of the Bible, evidence for the resurrection of Jesus, the change in the apostles, the self-contradictions of atheism, the undeniability of theism, or the uniqueness of Christianity among the world’s religions-all valid “weight of the evidence” approaches.”  No.    


Lewis choose the the Moral Argument.  Every culture knows that killing an innocent person is wrong and where does the urge to sacrifice our life to save someone else come from, except from God who put it our hearts.  “You probably want to be safe much more than you want to help the man who is drowning, but the Moral Law tells you to help him all the same” (Lewis, Mere Christianity, 22).  

For Lewis the only good explanation for a moral law within is a moral God above.  


The Atheist argues:  How can there be a moral God with so much evil in the world?  Believers answers:  In the final chapter, God will judge evil and there will be no more tears and until then, in this chapter, God himself suffered terrible evil and injustice in His One and Only Son.  As John Stott said:  

“The only God I believe in is the one Nietzsche ridiculed as “God on the Cross.”  In this world of pain, how could I worship a God who is immune to it?  I have explored Buddhist temples and stood before the Buddha-his legs crossed, his arms folded, his smile playing around his mouth-detached from the agonies of the world.  I turn back to Christ crucified-lonely, twisted, and tortured, nails through his hands and his feet, back lacerated, limbs wrenched, brow bleeding, mouth dry and intolerably thirsty, plunged in God-forsaken darkness.  “This is God for me.”  


