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Administration
A spiritual gift is the Holy Spirit working through a believer to bring about spiritual impact. It is His divine power flowing through a yielded believer that draws people closer to Christ.

 

It’s like the electrical system in your home. You’re the wire; the Spirit is the electricity. The current flows through the wire, and when discharged, that energy transforms, alters, and changes the situation.

 

The spiritual gift of ADMINISTRATION literally means “guiding the helm.” Think of a ship. A strong hand is at the helm to pilot, guide and steer the vessel. Believers with this gift act as guides in a local church. They chart the course to a destination. They don’t decide on the target; they determine the best way to get there.

 

Do you have the gift of ADMINISTRATION? Have you developed a plan to complete a church project? Have you set timelines, assigned jobs, supervised progress, and made necessary adjustments for a church project? Above all, did the outcome have a spiritual impact on others? In other words, did people come to Christ, become more like Christ, or draw closer to Him? If so, you may have this gift.

 

If you believe you have this gift, go out and try it on for size. Notice the effect on others. Evaluate whether you became energized or depleted by the experience. Was the outcome beyond what you could have accomplished through your natural abilities?

Discernment

In 1895 the German physicist named Professor Wilhelm Roentgen invented the x-ray machine. Incredibly, doctors could "see" inside the human body. Using this machine doctors make more accurate diagnoses and save lives.

The spiritual gift of DISCERMENT is a spiritual x-ray. Believer's with this gift can "see" inside a person's heart. They sense if someone's intentions are good or evil. They know if their words are true or false. They perceive if people are Gods sheep or wolves in sheep's clothing.

DISCERMENT is an invaluable gift in the Body of Christ that protects the church from harm. It is an early warning system that something's wrong. This gift helps avoid problems and maintain unity in the Body.

Do you have the gift of DISCERMENT? Has God allowed you to "see" inside others and discern their motives and intentions? Above all, did the outcome have a spiritual impact on others? In other words, did people come to Christ, become more like Christ, or draw closer to Christ? If so, you may have this gift.

If you believe you have this gift, go out and try it on for size. Notice the effect on others. Evaluate whether you become more energized or depleted by the experience? Was the outcome beyond what you could have accomplished through your natural abilities?
Faith
In 1859 Jean Francois Blondin said he would cross Niagara Falls on a tightrope. Halfway across, he did a back-flip and continued on safely. The crowd cheered.

Throughout that year Blondin repeatedly crossed - blindfolded, in chains, and on a bicycle. Displaying a wheelbarrow, he asked, “Who believes I can safely cross?” Every hand went up. Blondin asked one spectator. “Do you believe?” “Yes I do.” “Are you certain?” “Yes! “Absolutely certain?” “Absolutely!!” “Then get in the wheelbarrow.”

Only a person with deep faith in Blondin would get in the wheelbarrow. How about you? If God was pushing the wheelbarrow, would I get in? Really? The believer with the spiritual gift of FAITH believes that God is always trustworthy. This trust goes beyond human FAITH. The Holy Spirit enables the person to see God’s vision and trust Him to fulfill it.

Do you have the spiritual gift of FAITH? Do you firmly believe that God will do what He has promised? Do you trust that if not immediately, God will do it someday? Above all, does the outcome have a spiritual impact ? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, go try it on for size. Are others spiritually impacted? Do you become energized or depleted by the experience? Finally, was the outcome beyond your abilities?
Healing
Some Christians believe healing, miracles, tongues, and interpretation don’t exist today. They claim these gifts were needed only until the New Testament was written. Once the “perfect” Word existed, these “imperfect” gifts disappeared.

Do “miraculous gifts” still exist? I believe so. Why put God in a box? Who am I to limit God? Doctors were amazed when a friend’s tumor vanished. Missionary friends have witnessed miracles. I know believers who speak in tongues. People I trust have observed interpretation. Why fight over such dumb stuff? The main issue is salvation! Why major on minors? Let’s agree to disagree.

The spiritual gift of HEALING means “to restore to health and wholeness.” It is the Holy Spirit working through believers to free people from illness. The gift is plural, “healings.” There are different types of healing - physical, mental, emotional, relational, and spiritual. HEALING is primarily meant to validate God’s Word to unbelievers.

Do you have the spiritual gift of HEALING? Do you restore health in an indisputable and inexplicable way? Do you set people free from different kinds of illness? Above all, does the outcome have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, go try it on for size. Are others impacted spiritually? Do you become more energized or depleted by the experience? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Interpretation
A friend and his brother-in-law, both mature Christians, attended a church where people speak in tongues. The relative doesn’t believe the gift of tongues is for this generation.

During the service a worshipper stood and spoke in tongues. The brother-in-law noticed his thoughts were forming a message. He decided his subconscious was trying to make sense of the “gibberish.” Someone else stood who has the gift of INTERPRETATION. The message shared was exactly what the brother-in-law was thinking.

According to Greek mythology, Mercury was the “messenger of the gods.” A believer with the gift of INTERPRETATION is literally “a messenger of God.” INTERPRETATION means to translate words spoken in a foreign tongue into the language of the listeners. Believers with this gift are responsible to fully and accurately relay God’s message. Paul cautions that the use of tongues requires the presence of a believer with the gift of INTERPRETATION.

Do you have the spiritual gift of INTERPRETATION? Do you know what people are saying when they speak in tongues? Can you explain accurately the contents of a message spoken in tongues? Above all, does the outcome have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, try it on for size. Is there a spiritual impact? Does using this gift energize or exhaust you? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Knowledge
While in office President Clinton engaged in sexual acts with an intern. The House of Representatives impeached him; the Senate voted against removal from office.

A Christian small group leader asked, “Do you agree?” Some thought the behavior revealed a character flaw that disqualified him. Others argued that his private life was his own business. The real issue was his competence.

A previously silent member said, “I think Psalm 78:72 answers the question.” He read, “And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them.” The room was silent. The friend continued, “I notice that character comes first; competence flows out of character.

This story exemplifies the spiritual gift of KNOWLEDGE. The literal meaning is “to speak known or revealed truth.” It’s when the Holy Spirit works through a believer to deliver God’s truth at the exact moment it’s needed. People with this gift have a broad storehouse of information and experiences, including Bible verses, stories, analogies, and quotations.

Do you have the spiritual gift of KNOWLEDGE? Do you share information at the perfect moment? Does your information clarify issues? Above all, does the outcome have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, try it on for size. Is there a spiritual impact? Does sharing KNOWLEDGE energize or exhaust you? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Miracles
Theologians love debate. For example, “Do the “sign gifts” - prophecy, tongues, interpretation, healing, and miracles - still exist today? There are 3 factions: (1) yes; (2) no; and (3) let’s be open and cautious about the possibility.

I’m in the last group. My view is that God can do whatever He chooses. This belief is shared by Augustine, Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, John Wesley, and Martin Lloyd-George. Truthfully, there is an equally prominent list of scholars on the opposing side. There is at least one benefit to this debate - full employment for theologians.

The spiritual gift of MIRACLES means “to demonstrate God’s supernatural power.” It’s when the Holy Spirit works through believers to validate God’s Word as a testimony to unbelievers. It’s a “sign gift” to nonbelievers that God exists and His Word is true. It’s not meant for Christians, but intended for evangelistic outreach. MIRACLES are the altering of natural law through God’s power.

Do you have the gift of MIRACLES? Has God done the impossible through you? Has He performed a miracle through you as a platform to share the gospel? Above all, have the MIRACLES had a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, try it on for size. Is there a spiritual impact? Do you come away energized or exhausted? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Tongues

Huh? These symbols look like gibberish. Now try to pronounce them! The string actually has a message. It says, “The Spiritual Gift of Tongues” in the language [font] of Wingdings. It’s a metaphor for speaking in TONGUES.

The Bible refers to TONGUES in 3 contexts. First, they’re used to praise God in private worship. Second, they’re spoken at church to bring a message from God. However, in this case Paul warns that the speaker should keep quiet if there’s no interpreter (1 Corinthians 14:28). Finally, in Acts 2 the Apostles speak in languages unknown to them, but their Gentile audience hears the message in their own languages.

The spiritual gift of TONGUES means “to speak a language unknown to the speaker.” It’s when the Holy Spirit works through believers to praise God, bring a message to believers, or witness to unbelievers. In this last case it’s a “sign gift” used for evangelistic outreach.

Do you have the spiritual gift of TONGUES? Do you praise God in an unknown language? Have you delivered a message to the Church in an unknown language? Above all, has the use of TONGUES had a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, try it out for size. Is there a spiritual impact? Do you come away energized or exhausted? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Wisdom
Years ago I wanted to leave my job and start another career. I asked for advice from the men in my small group. After explaining my situation, my friends shared their recommendations. The last man to speak said, “I’m not going to tell you what to do, but here’s a principle to help you decide. Don’t run FROM something; run TO something.”

My friend’s counsel cut through the fog to the bottom line issue. I intended to quit over a conflict with my boss. I wanted to escape a stressful situation, but didn’t even have an alternate career in mind. My friend’s gift of WISDOM helped me decide to stay and work through the conflict.

The spiritual gift of WISDOM means “to see life and apply truth from God’s perspective.” It’s when the Holy Spirit works through believers to apply biblical truth to specific needs in the Body. Believers with this gift often have others come to them for counsel.

Do you have the gift of WISDOM? Do you apply biblical principles to problems, issues, or conflicts? Do people come to you for advice? Above all, does the gift have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, try it on for size. Do you come away energized or exhausted? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
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