The Spiritual Gifts
Chapter Two
Romans 12

The Spiritual Gifts
Chapter Two
Romans 12:1-8
Encouragement
Paul and Barnabas invited John Mark to accompany them on the first missionary journey. For some reason Mark abandoned them less than halfway through the trip. When Paul and Barnabas decided to take another trip, Barnabas wanted to give John Mark a second chance; Paul didn’t. The disagreement was so sharp that the two men split up. Barnabas took John Mark; Paul chose Silas.

The spiritual gift of ENCOURAGEMENT literally means “to call to one’s side.” It means to care, comfort, confront, challenge, and correct. Believers with this gift care deeply about others. They come alongside to comfort those hurting spiritually or emotionally. They also confront and challenge them to correct their mistakes. In short, they are like Barnabas was to John Mark.

Do you have the gift of ENCOURAGEMENT? Have you come alongside others and encouraged them to not give up? Have you challenged them to walk faithfully with Christ? Above all, did the outcome have a spiritual impact on others? In other words, did people come to Christ, become more like Him, or draw closer to Him? If so, you may have this gift.

If you believe you have this gift, go out and try it on for size. Notice the effect on others. Are you more energized or more depleted by the experience? Was the outcome beyond what you could have accomplished through your natural abilities?
Giving
One Christmas a wife received a tape recorder from her parents. She was puzzled. They had given her the same gift for her birthday.

Several days later the wife and her husband invited a missionary friend over for coffee. God had given him a dynamic preaching and teaching ministry. The couple asked how they should pray for him. He replied, “Please ask God for a tape recorder so I can critique my messages.” The wife was stunned. She left the room, returned with the recorder, and gave it to the missionary. There was no doubt in her mind why her parents had given her this gift.

The spiritual gift of GIVING literally means “to share a thing with anyone.” It is the Holy Spirit working through believers to donate or supply resources to those in need. The gift not only includes money, it also involves time and talent. Believers with this gift give anonymously and joyfully.

Do you have the spiritual gift of GIVING? Do you you supply material resources to help the needy. Do you give anonymously and joyfully? Above all, does the outcome have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, go try it on for size. Are others impacted spiritually? Do you become more energized or depleted by the experience? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Helps
Recently our church said goodbye to two “pillar people.” The wife has the “upfront gift” of LEADERSHIP. Her ministry has been very visible with people often thanking her. The husband has the “behind the scenes” gift of HELPS. His efforts have often been taken for granted, his contributions overlooked.

Unfortunately, this is all too common. Moreover, we tend to view ”upfront gifts” as somehow more important. This is not biblical. All spiritual gifts are equally important and necessary in the Body of Christ.

The spiritual gift of HELPS means “to serve in practical ways.” It is the Holy Spirit working through believers to perform necessary tasks that support ministry. People with this gift willingly set up chairs, prepare mailings, type the church newsletter, perform clerical tasks, and many other jobs. Moreover, they work joyfully knowing that what they do makes ministry happen.

Do you have the spiritual gift of HELPS? Do you do necessary tasks behind the scenes? Do you have a joyful, willing attitude knowing you free up others for ministry? Above all, does the outcome have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, try it on for size. Are others impacted spiritually? Do you become more energized or depleted by the experience? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Leadership
I’ve always thought I have the spiritual gift of LEADERSHIP. Somehow I’m always the leader. So obviously it’s one of my gifts. Then a friend asked, “If you have the gift, is there anything you’ve led at church that’s continued on after you?” It was like being smacked across the face. My friend was right; it’s not my gift. I have leadership skills, not the gift.

Some Christians believe leadership is the most important gift. After all, Proverbs 29:18a says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” But all gifts are equally important and vitally needed in the Body.

The spiritual gift of LEADERSHIP literally means “to stand before.” It’s when the Holy Spirit works through believers to cast a vision of a preferred future.  Leaders paint word pictures that motivate others to make it happen. They also know which job to assign people based on their strengths.

Do you have the spiritual gift of LEADERSHIP? Do you inspire believers to work together toward a common goal? Do you position people based on how God designed them? Above all, does your LEADERSHIP have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, then try it on for size. Is there a spiritual impact? Do you come away feeling energized or exhausted? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Mercy
My wife died unexpectedly at age 51. Without Christ, I don’t know how I would’ve survived those dark days. But I’ll never forget the compassion of believers with the spiritual gift of MERCY.

I never know what to say at a wake. I’m not alone. At my wife’s wake, people said things like, “She’s in a better place” and “You’ll see her again in heaven.” It was like fingernails scratched across a chalkboard.

One friend threw his arms around me and tearfully whispered in my ear, “I am so sorry.” We both sobbed. His gift of MERCY helped me release my pent-up grief.

The spiritual gift of MERCY literally means “to help the afflicted.” It’s when the Holy Spirit works through believers to care for the hurting with cheerful acts of compassion. Those with this gift come alongside the broken and seek to lighten their load. It is compassion in action.

Do you have the spiritual gift of MERCY? Do you deeply feel people’s pain and try to alleviate it? Do you care for the sick, hurting, lonely, forgotten, or dying? Above all, does your MERCY have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think so, try it on for size. Is there a spiritual impact? Do you come away energized or exhausted? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
Teaching
The topic was sex. The church was full. The congregation was quiet. On stage were four tables at intervals from left to right. On each table was a prop representing four stages in a relationship between a man and woman.

On the far left was “Attraction” symbolized by a gigantic magnet. Next, a jumbo-size Popcorn box stood for “Dating.” On the third table was an oversized diamond ring denoting ”Engagement.” The last table held a huge knotted rope indicating “Marriage.”

The pastor walked along the “Pathway of Relationship” stopping at each table as he preached the message. The props increased the audience’s attention and retention. This pastor has the gift of TEACHING.

The spiritual gift of TEACHING means “to impart spiritual instruction.” It’s when the Holy Spirit works through believers to make the Bible so clear that people understand and apply it. Believers with this gift not only preach, they teach Sunday school, Bible classes, and small groups.

Do you have the gift of TEACHING? Do you acquire biblical insights easily and share them effectively? Do you make Bible truths easy to understand and apply personally? Above all, does your TEACHING have a spiritual impact? If so, you may have this gift.

If you think you do, try it on for size. Do you come away energized or exhausted? Finally, is the outcome beyond your abilities?
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