
Friends



John 21


The first resurrection appearance of Jesus to an individual was to Mary Magdalene described in John 20.  The second was to Peter and only Luke 24: 34 records it: The Lord is risen and has appeared to Simon!  We have no transcript of that conversation.  It was a private meeting.  Peter had denied and lied about Jesus and our Lord could have written Peter off as an unfaithful failure but Jesus found Peter and Peter found forgiveness.    

Their relationship was restored, but it was still not the same with Peter.  When we wrong someone, we can be forgiven immediately, but there is still something strained, something is stretched out of shape, the ease and comfort of being together takes time to return.  When we hurt someone close to us and we ask forgiveness, the wall is gone, but it takes time to rebuild the relationship.    

Peter and company returned home to Galilee.  They were glad to get out of Jerusalem!  Jerusalem was the corrupt capital.  Galilee was the calm countryside.  Jerusalem was politics, schemes, and scandals.  Galilee was safe at home.   It was great to be home and out of Jerusalem.  Peter and these men loved the sea, the beauty of the water and the thrill of the hunt.  I’m going out to fish!”  The others followed the leader!  We’ll go with you!   Some have criticized the disciples for this move “away from ministry.”  But, will Jesus rebuke them?  


His first word is the key to unlocking the meaning here.  Jesus sets the tone of the kind relationship he seeks:  “Friends!”  In Texas, we’d say, hey partners, in England, ‘hey, mates!  In the “hood, ”dogs!”  Maybe this is the reason that so many people miss this mysterious man on the beach.  Jesus comes not as a king a King demanding we kiss the ring, not as an offended family member who treats us with suspicion until we say that we are sorry a thousand times, not as a distant dad or a controlling mom, Jesus comes first as a friend and shows us in his words five facets of the friendship he seeks.   
The first facet of friendship that Jesus shows us here is that: Friends take a genuine interest in the other person’s good.  Friends, haven’t you any fish?  

Jesus is not being sly; he is simply concerned about their catch?  Friends, haven’t you any fish?  Jesus cares about them and what they are doing.  Our oldest son, David, was in Central Asia serving with Samaritan’s Purse as he oversees teams of national leaders who distribute the Operation Christmas Child gifts.  He met a man in Tajikistan, the ninth poorest nation in the world, right behind Afghanistan, that borders them on the south.  He shared his story.  His name is Alexander.  He works with Kay Arthur and directs Precepts Bible Studies in dozens of prisons in Central Asia.  It was in prison that Alexander met Christ.   As a young man he was a drug dealer and after being bailed out of prison many times, his father finally said, “enough” and Alexander languished in prison for ten years.  One day a team from a local church visited his prison.  Alexander was hard.  He hated everyone because he was convinced that everyone is evil.  But, one of the members of that church as they were leaving came over and put his hand on Alexander’s shoulder and simple said, “Dear Friend.”  God used that greeting and his growing friendship to lead Alexander to the Risen Christ.  
The first facet of friendship that Jesus shows us is, friends take a genuine interest in the other person’s good.  Second, friends do what they can to help their friends. “Throw your net on the right side of the boat (John 21:6).”

Jesus can make a school of fish on the spot or direct fish wherever he wants.   Luke 5 is a similar scene where Jesus said to Peter the frustrated fisherman, “Put out into the deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”  When the hugh catch came in Peter saw the glory of the son of God and said:  “Lord depart from me for I am a sinful man!”  John is first, “It is the Lord!”  

Some of us have gone fishing and we’re not catching anything!  Perhaps you have been struggling with the same old situation and you wonder where God is?  John 21 suggests:  Are we ready to listen to a new set of directions and follow a new leader rather than doing our thing?  Sometimes we have to change directions, to have God’s help.  Sometimes God sends a mysterious man into our lives with a new direction.  Are we open and listening?  The disciples listened and soon 153 fish filled their nets.  Why 153?  Some claim there is a secret mystical meaning to 153.  In my view, only fishermen would have noted the count and this reflects historical accuracy of this story.  This is not a fable; it is fabulous fact of the risen Christ.  Jesus kept showing them that, though out of sight, He was still in their midst!  (Meyer, John, 370)  He cares and is prepared to help as a friend.  
3 “Bring some of the fish you have just caught and come and have breakfast.”  Here is a third facet of friendship: Friends share table fellowship.

We are developing a good friendship when we enjoy sharing a meal together. Here is the Lamb of God with nail pierced hands making fish fillets on the beach as a friend.  He takes the time to make a meal, to relax, to kick back, & share stories.  That’s what friends do!  No demands of self-abasement, no wild ecstatic experiences, not rigid rules, no university level classes, or strategic plans to rule the world, just listening, laughing, learning together on beach as friends.  


Luke says of the early church:  “Everyday they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts (Acts 2: 46).  

Jan and I are so grateful for three children who love the Lord.  Our daughter Tiffany, our youngest, works in Washington D.C., David works with Samaritan’s Purse, and Derick is a worship pastor in Chicagoland.  Shortly after he married a wonderful Christian woman from Brazil, Derick said, “Dad, I have some friends and we need wisdom on marriage-would you meet with us for breakfast every other week?”  For six months on the shore of the Red Apple Restaurant in Carol Stream, IL, we shared table fellowship!  And one dimension Derick insisted on was we also hold each other accountable for progress in one area of our marriage.  I shared that I needed accountability to pray more often together with my wife and this brings us to the fourth facet of friendship here.  

 “Simon, son of John, do you truly love me more than these?  Tend my sheep”
4
Friends ask the tough questions and give wise direction.

We are not sure where Jesus was pointing as he asked Peter these questions.  Some think that Jesus pointing to the boats and asking Peter who he loved more, fishing or Jesus? Some think that Jesus was pointing to the other disciples and asking if Peter loved him more than the other disciples?  I tend to believe that Jesus was pointing to everything around them, the sky, the sea, the land, the people, his friends, everything!  Tough question.  Do we love God more than all these things in life?  But, friends ask the tough questions and do not settle for superficial, nice relationships. 

Scott Peck in The Different Drum writes:  “The first response of a group in seeking to form a community is most often to try to fake it.  The members attempt to be an instant community by being extremely pleasant with one another and avoiding all disagreement.  This attempt is what I term, pseudo community.  It never works.  In pseudo community a group attempts to purchase community cheaply by pretense.  It is not an evil, conscious pretense of deliberate black lies.  Rather, it is an unconscious, gentle process whereby people who want to be loving, attempt to be so by telling little white lies, by withholding some of the truth about themselves and their feelings in order to avoid conflict.   But it is still a pretense.  It is an inviting but illegitimate shortcut to nowhere.”  

Jesus is not a pseudo-friend and his church cannot be a  pseudo community.  He asks the tough questions and tough directions.  Life is not just a beach, it is a battle.  To know God is not just enjoying nature; it’s a commitment to church.  D.L. Moody was speaking with a person one day who said that they loved God, but they did not need the local church.  Moody, walked over to a charcoal fire, and he took one of the coals and separated it from the fire.  Soon, that isolated piece of coal became cold, it dimmed, and finally it went out!  Scripture says, “Let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but let us spur one another on...  Peter wanted fish.  Jesus sent him to Feed my lambs!  Take care of my sheep.  Feed my sheep!  

Jesus asks the tough questions and give challenging direction at just the right time and place.  Notice the setting is a charcoal fire. These words, “a charcoal fire” are only here and John 18:18 where Peter denied the Lord.  

· By the high priest’s charcoal fire, Peter denied our Lord three times. 

· Now, by a charcoal fire, Peter rededicates himself three times.  

· By a charcoal fire, Peter protected himself by lying 3 times.  

· By a charcoal fire, Jesus recommissions him as a shepherd three times.  

· By a charcoal fire, Peter lies and runs away to avoid his own death!  Now, by a charcoal fire, Jesus tells Peter of the kind of death that he will have.  

Read 18-19

Peter hears the tough cost of discipleship. The stretching out of the hands is the picture of a condemned prisoner tied to a cross bar and led away to his death.  Peter would serve the Lord for 30 years, knowing his future would lead to a cross like his best friend.   Friends have a genuine interest, they do what they can to help, they share table fellowship, they ask tough questions, and there is one unique aspect here to being the friend of the Son of God. 
Here is the fifth and final facet:  “You must follow me! (John 21:22)

Friends of Jesus focus not on each other, but following him as Lord.

Jesus is not just our friend; he is our Lord, our leader, the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe who deserves our worship, our honor and our obedience.  If the President of a country were to walk in the room, our first impulse might be to rise and shake his hand.  If Jesus Christ were to walk in this room, our first impulse should be to fall on our face and worship the King of Kings.  

One way that we dishonor the Lord is by looking over our shoulder at our brothers or sisters in Christ and challenging the leading of the Lord in life. 20-23  

· When we are given a difficult assignment from the Lord-a difficult person or a difficult situation, we look over our shoulder and say, what about him?  Our Lord says, …what is that to you, you follow me!

· When we have a hard marriage, or a rebellious child, or a terrible loss in our lives we look over our shoulder and say, what about him?  Our Lord says, …what is that to you, you follow me!  


Friends of Jesus follow him!  Our focus must be on our Lord, not each other.  Oswald Chambers comments in My Utmost for His Highest:  “One of the hardest lessons to learn is to refrain from interfering in other people’s lives.  It takes a long time to learn the dangers of amateur providence; that is interfering with God’s plan for others.”  What is that to you, you follow me!  

Jesus Christ is a real friend who take a genuine interest in our good, does what is best to help us, shares table fellowship, ask the tough questions with wise counsel and only Jesus is worthy to our Lord and Savior.  This Son of God who makes breakfast on the shore for tired fishermen is ready to be that friend who is closer than a brother if we will receive him as our leader and our Lord!  

